Explora Database Search Tips


	Databases
	Search Engines

	· Purchased by the library
	· Free to anyone with computer access

	· Content is reviewed and recommended by librarians
	· No review standards with regard to content

	· Information is organized
	· Information is not organized

	· Information is stable
	· Information is not stable; locations and content continually change


What are the differences between databases and search engines?

General Tips

	Advanced Searching
	Use specific search modes, such as “Find all of my search terms,” or “SmartText Searching,” or use search options that expand your search such as “Apply related words.”


	Limit Your Search
	Further refine your results by selecting Full Text or specifying Lexile Reading Level, Publication Date, or Number of Pages.


	Search Assist
	The Autocomplete feature will anticipate your search terms, so even if you misspell a term, relevant results will appear in the drop-down menu.


	Searching for Phrases
	When you want to search with and, or, or not as words rather than Boolean operators, enclose your search terms in quotation marks. For example: "black and white photographs".

	Add to Folder
	When you have a personal My EBSCOhost account, you have your own personal area (folder) to collect and store information across sessions. All the items you save to your personal folder remain in your folder until you remove them. Only you can access your My EBSCOhost folder.


	Cite 
	Automatically generate a bibliographic citations based on a format of your choice.

	Other Tools
	There are tools for printing, emailing, saving, exporting, note taking, etc.


Use Boolean Operators

	Boolean Operator
	Description
	Example
	Notes

	AND
	Finds all your search terms in the searched text.
	children and travel
	Generally speaking, you do not need to use AND between your search terms as the search engine automatically looks for all your search terms in proximity to one another. The AND operator is most effective when doing an Advanced Search using the Entire Document index.

	OR
	Finds one, some or all of your search terms in the searched text.
	postmortem or autopsy
	OR is good to use when searching for variant spellings or synonymous terms.

	NOT
	Use before a term that must not be found in the searched text.
	crime not murder
	It is generally better to enter what you are looking for, rather than what you are not. So rather than searching on crime not murder, search on a specific aspect of crime, such as campus crime, hate crimes, organized crime, and so on.


Use Wildcard Characters

	Wildcard
	Description
	Example
	Notes

	*
	The asterisk stands for any number of characters, including none.
	A search on carib* finds: Carib, Caribs, Carribbean, caribe, caribou
	

	?
	The question mark stands for exactly one character.
	A search on psych????y finds: psychiatry and psychology (but not psychotherapy).
	

	#
	The exclamation point stands for one or no characters.
	A search on colo!r finds: color and colour
	


A list of free databases can be found on Southampton High School’s library webpage https://bit.ly/2Pzu9rP.  You can also gain access on the Find It Virginia website http://finditva.com/.

SoCo Schools has a subscription with World Book Online (encyclopedia and eBooks).  It can be found on the student homepage of your Internet browser or http://www.worldbookonline.com (password protected when not at school).
The Blackwater Regional Library also provides its patrons with access to other databases.  This information is located at http://www.blackwaterlib.org/youth/, http://www.blackwaterlib.org/research/, and http://www.blackwaterlib.org/learn/.
If you are taking a DC class through PDCCC you also have access to their databases 

through the library which can be found at https://www.pdc.edu/library/.
Directions:  Use the Explora High School database to perform the following searches and answer the corresponding questions.

Search 1:  Find peer-reviewed journal articles pertaining to teacher tenure.

    1.  Perform a Basic Search.

    2.  Enter the following search:    teacher tenure

    3.  Click Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Journal in the left side bar.  

This narrowed your search down to how many results?  _____________

Search 2:  Find information about the drinking age published after the year 2015.

    1.  Perform a Basic Search.

    2.  Enter the following search:    drinking age

    3.  Change the publication date range in the left side bar.

This narrowed your search down to how many results?  _____________

Search 3:  Find a primary source for The Revolutionary War.
    1.  Perform a Basic Search.

    2.  Enter the following search:    Revolutionary War
    3.  Click Primary Source Documents in the left side bar.

This narrowed your search down to how many results?  _____________

Search 4:  Retrieve all full-text articles from the Daily Mail making reference to the term "red meat and cancer".

    1.  Perform an Advanced Search.

    2.  Enter the following search:    red meat and cancer AND Daily Mail (SO Publication Name)
    3.  Click the Search button.

This narrowed your search down to how many results?  _____________

